Children’s Book Creation Process

    	To keep it brief, it was a stressful yet fulfilling experience. Basically, my three steps to complete this book was planning, creating, and submitting. Planning out the book took a shorter time for me which was my mistake. I realized after the fact that planning is the process where you should spend most of your effort in. This process consisted of story making, measuring out the pages on the watercolor paper, and finding a teacher to sponsor me. I wanted the story to have a rhythmic flow in which my art would reflect the poetry to show the depth of my book.

The creation process was pretty hard as I didn’t have any prior watercolor experience before. I used very saturated colors for most parts of the book and softened some colors to reflect the emotional scenes. The drawings were cartoon based and were meant to be cute to appeal to the range of audience they required. This meant the body proportions of my animals were manipulated in shape and size to look more friendly and less intimidating. After the painting process, I had the drawings scanned and edited them using Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator.

Lastly, the submission process, I essentially resized the pages to the size wanted and made a pdf of each page to combine them all in a file to send to the competition committee. There was a short biography I needed to fill out then afterwards I was finished. It really wasn’t that complicated in retrospect but doing that for the first time made me feel like it was never going to be complicated.
